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REMARKS 



This is in response to the final Office Action mailed May 8, 2007. The Examiner 
notes that claims 1-22 are pending and rejected. By this response, the Appl cant has 
amended claims 1, 8 and 22. Support for the amendments can be found in he 
Applicant's specification at least on page 30, lines 7-16 and page 31, lines 3 8. 

In view of the following discussion and amendments, the Applicant su amits that 
none of the claims now pending in the application are anticipated or obvious under the 
respective provisions of 35 U.S.C. §103. Thus, the Applicant believes that a I of these 
claims are now in allowable form. 

It is to be understood that the Applicant does not acquiesce to the Exs miner's 
characterizations of the art of record or to Applicant's subject matter recited i l the 
pending claims. Further, the Applicant is not acquiescing to the Examiner's statements 
as to the applicability of the art of record to the pending claims by filing the instant 



35.U.S.C. 5103 
Claim 22 

The Examiner has rejected claim 22 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent 5,477,262 to Banker et al. (hereinafter "Banke •") in view 
of U.S. Patent 4,706,121 to Young (hereinafter "Young"). Applicant respectftlly 
traverses the rejection. 

The test under 35 U.S.C. §103 is not whether an improvement or a use set forth 
in a patent would have been obvious or non-obvious; rather the test is whether the 
claimed invention, considered as a whole , would have been obvious. Jones v. Hardv . 
110 USPQ 1021, 1024 (Fed. Cir. 1984) (emphasis added). Moreover, the invention as 
a whole Is not restricted to the specific subject matter claimed, but also embraces its 
properties and the problem it solves. In re Wright . 6 USPQ 2d 1959, 1961 (Fed. Cir. 
1988) (emphasis added). The Banker and Young references, alone or in combination, 
fail to teach or suggest Applicant's invention as a whole . 



response. 



REJECTIONS 
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Independent claim 22 recites features of Applicant's' invention that Applicant 
considers to be inventive. In particular, independent claim 22 recites 

22. A television delivery system for generating an interactive electronic 
program guide for display on a television connected to the set top terninal, the 
system comprising: 

an operations center comprising: 

a means for packaging a plurality of television programs and 
a means for generating program control information including 
data associated with the packaging of the television programs; 

a means for compressing the packaged television programs and the 
program control information; 

a means for delivering the compressed packaged television pre grams and 
the compressed program control information from the operations center to a 
subscriber; 

a set top terminal, located at the subscriber's location, that receives the 
television programs from the operations center, the terminal comprisirg: 
a microprocessor for executing program instructions; 
a graphic memory; 

a graphic generator to generate graphics from the graphic merr ory; 

a first decompression hardware for decompressing a video sigr al of the 
compressed packaged television programs: 

a second decompression hardware for decompressing the conr pressed 
program control information: and 

a subscriber interface for choosing an option from displayed 
graphics and for effecting the memory location from which graphical information 
is generated by the graphics generator; 

wherein the terminal generates an electronic program guide comprisin g: 

a plurality of interactive menus, each corresponding to a level of 
interactivity and having one or more interactive menu items for selection; and 

a main menu having one or more main menu items for selection, 
which main menu items correspond to the interactive menus, wherein he 
menus are navigated using a user input, and wherein the main menu i ems and 
the interactive menu items are responsive to selection signals receivec from the 
user input; and 

a cursor for navigation of the menus, wherein the cursor moverr ent 
corresponds to the user input and assists in the selection of one or more main 
menu items wherein the menus are linked in a tree seguence. and the 
subscriber interface comprising the option for bypassing at least one rr enu of the 
series of menus, 

wherein bypassing comprises skipping a menu level of the tree 
seguence . (Emphasis added). 
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Speciffcally t Banker fails to teach or suggest at least the features of tt a means for 
compressing the packaged television programs and the program control information, a 
first decompression hardware for decompressing a video signal of the comp-essed 
packaged television programs and a second decompression hardware for 
decompressing the compressed program control information," In addition, Banker fails 
to teach or to suggest the feature of "the subscriber interface comprising the option for 
bypassing at least one menu of the series of menus, wherein bypassing corr prises 
skipping a menu level of the tree sequence," as recited in independent claim 22. The 
Examiner concedes this in the Office Action. (See Final Office Action, p. 6, 1 . 15-17.) 
However, the Examiner alleges that Young bridges the substantial gap left by Banker. 

Young fails to bridge the substantial gap between Banker and Applicant's 
invention because Young also fails to teach or suggest "a means for compressing the 
packaged television programs and the program control information, a first 
decompression hardware for decompressing a video signal of the compressed 
packaged television programs and a second decompression hardware for 
decompressing the compressed program control information." Notably, Young teaches 
that the menu information is modulated and not compressed . (See Young, FIG. 1 and 
2.) Consequently, Young also fails to teach or suggest using any decompression 
hardware, let alone a first decompression hardware and a second decompression 
hardware for separately decompressing a video signal of the compressed packaged 
television programs and the compressed program control information. 

Furthermore, Young fails to teach or suggest the feature of "the subscriber 
interface comprising the option for bypassing at least one menu of the series of menus, 
wherein bypassing comprises skipping a menu level of the tree sequence". Young only 
teaches a TV schedule system and process. Young teaches providing one o" three 
parallel options to a user, i.e. Master Guide (MG), Program Guide (PG), or conventional 
channel selection, (See Young, col. 9, II. 48-55; FIG. 7.) Notably, nowhere in Young, 
does it teach or suggest "the subscriber interface comprising the option for bypassing at 
least one menu of the series of menus, wherein bypassing comprises skipping a menu 
Level of the tree sequence ". 
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The Examiner alleges the limitation of "the subscriber interface comprising the 
option for bypassing at least one menu of the series of menus, wherein bypassing 
comprises skipping a menu level of the tree sequence" is taught by Young, g enerally 
citing columns 20, line 13 - column 12, line 30. However, the portions of Yo jng cited 
by the Examiner fail to support the Examiner's assertion. For example, with r eference 
to PG mode, Young teaches that a P key must be pressed to enter PG mode, (See 
Young, col. 12, II. 10-11) In PG mode, an additional 5 sub-modes will appet r. (See Id 
at II. 31-44.) However Young does not teach or suggest an option for skippi ig the PG 
mode main screen and going directly to one of the 5 sub-modes. 

Moreover, in FIGs. 7-13 of Young, all the flow diagrams depict a series of actions 
branching from 3 parallel options, i.e. MG, PG or TV. (See Young, FIG. 7.) 
Subsequently, all the flow diagrams representing the MG, PG or TV modes fail to teach 
or suggest any option where an action may be bypassed. (See Young, FIGs 8-13.) In 
contrast, the Applicant's invention teaches "the subscriber Interface comprising the 
option for bypassing at least one menu of the series of menus, wherein bypassing 
comprises skipping a menu level of the tree sequence" 

The Examiner responds to the Applicants arguments asserting that a user may 
bypass the "program master" menu and the fl prlme" menu to directly access t ie "master 
guide*. (See Final Office Action, p, 2, II. 20-21.) The Applicants respectfully disagree. 
Nothing is "bypassed" by accessing the "master guide". Notably, when the MG key is 
pressed to directly access the "master guide", this is the first option according to the 
flow diagram illustrated in FIG. 7. (See Young, FIG. 7.) 

Accordingly, Applicant submits that independent claim 22 is non-obvio js and 
patentable over Banker and Young patentable under 35 U.S.C. §103. Therefore, 
Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner's rejection be withdrawn. Therefore, 
Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner's rejection be withdrawn. 

Claims 8-21 

The Examiner has rejected claims 8-21 under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Banker in view of U.S. Patent 5,539,871 to Gibson (hereinafter 
"Gibson") and Young. Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection. 
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The Banker, Gibson and Young references, alone or in combination, fail to teach 
or suggest Applicant's invention as a whole . 

Independent claim 8 recites features of Applicant's 1 invention that App icant 
considers to be inventive. In particular, independent claim 8 recites: 

8. A television delivery system for generating an interactive electronic 
program guide for display on a television connected to a set top termiral, the 
system comprising: 

an operations center comprising: 

a means for packaging a plurality of television programs; and 
a means for generating program control information 
including data associated with the packaging of the television programs; 

a means for compressing the packaged television programs and 
the program control information: 

a means for delivering the compressed packaged television programs 
and the compressed program control information from the operations center to 
a subscriber; 

a set top terminal, located at the subscriber's location, that rece ves the 
television programs from the operations center, the terminal comprising: 
a microprocessor for executing program instructions; 
a graphic memory; 

a graphic generator to generate graphics from the graphic memory; 

a first dec ompression hardware for decompressing a video signal of the 
compressed packaged television programs; 

a second decompression hardware for decompressing the compressed 
program control information: and 

a subscriber interface for choosing an option from displayed 
graphics and for effecting the memory location from which graphical information 
is generated by the graphics generator; 

wherein the terminal senses one or more interactive features during a selected 
program, and generates an electronic program guide comprising: 
a logo that is displayed on the television; and 
an overlay menu that is displayed during the selected program, the 
overlay menu including the interactive features, 

wherein the logo indicates to a user that the interactive features are available for 
the selected program t and wherein the overlay menu is displayed in response to 
a signal received from a user input and wherein the overlay menu is in a series 
of menus that are linked in a tree seouence and the subscriber interfacfe 
comprises the o ption for bypassing at least one menu of the series of menus 1 

wherein bypassing comprises skipping a menu level of the tree 
seguence . (Emphasis added). 
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Specifically, Banker fails to teach or suggest at least the features of "a means for 
compressing the packaged television programs and the program control information, a 
first decompression hardware for decompressing a video signal of the comp-essed 
packaged television programs and a second decompression hardware for 
decompressing the compressed program control information." In addition, Banker fails 
to teach or to suggest the feature of "the subscriber interface comprising the option for 
bypassing at least one menu of the series of menus, wherein bypassing corr prises 
skipping a menu level of the tree sequence," as recited in independent claim 8. The 
Examiner concedes this in the Office Action. (See Final Office Action, p. 9, 1 . 9-15.) 
However, the Examiner alleges that Gibson and Young bridge the substantial gap left 
by Banker. 

Gibson fails to bridge the substantial gap left by Banker because Gibson also 
fails to teach or suggest "a means for compressing the packaged television programs 
and the program control information, a first decompression hardware for 
decompressing a video signal of the compressed packaged television progra ns, a 
second decompression hardware for decompressing the compressed program control 
information and the subscriber interface comprising the option for bypassing at least 
one menu of the series of menus, wherein bypassing comprises skipping a rrenu level 
of the tree sequence.' 1 Gibson only teaches a method and system in a data processing 
system for selectively associating stored data with an animated element wfthh a 
multimedia presentation in a data processing system. 

Young also fails to bridge the substantial gap between Banker, Gibson and 
Applicant's invention because Young also fails to teach or suggest "a means for 
compressing the packaged television programs and the program control Information, a 
first decompression hardware for decompressing a video signal of the compressed 
packaged television programs and a second decompression hardware for 
decompressing the compressed program control information." Notably, Young teaches 
that the menu information is modulated and not compressed . (See Young, FI3. 1 and 
2.) Consequently, Young also fails to teach or suggest using any decompression 
hardware, let alone a first decompression hardware and a second decompression 
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hardware for separately decompressing a video signal of the compressed packaged 
television programs and the compressed program control information. 

Furthermore, Young fails to teach or suggest the feature of "the subscr'ber 
interface comprising the option for bypassing at least one menu of the series of menus, 
wherein bypassing comprises skipping a menu level of the tree sequence". Young only 
teaches a TV schedule system and process. Young teaches providing one of three 
parallel options to a user, i.e. Master Guide (MG), Program Guide (PG), or conventional 
channel selection. (See Young, col. 9, II. 48-55; FIG. 7.) As discussed above, nowhere 
in Young, does it teach or suggest "the subscriber interface comprising the op:ion for 
bypassing at least one menu of the series of menus, wherein bypassing com prises 
skipping a menu level of the tree sequence ". 

The Examiner alleges the limitation of "the subscriber interface comprising the 
option for bypassing at least one menu of the series of menus, wherein bypassing 
comprises skipping a menu level of the tree sequence" is taught by Young, generally 
citing columns 20, line 1 3 - column 12 T line 30. However, the portions of You ig cited 
by the Examiner fail to support the Examiner's assertion. For example, with reference 
to PG mode, Young teaches that a P key must be pressed to enter PG mode. (See 
Young, col. 12, II. 10-11.) In PG mode, an additional 5 sub-modes will appear. (See Id. 
at II. 31-44.) However, Young does not teach or suggest an option for skipping the PG 
mode main screen and going directly to one of the 5 sub-modes. 

Moreover, in FIGs. 7-13 of Young, all the flow diagrams depict a series of actions 
branching from 3 parallel options, i.e. MG, PG or TV. (See Young, FIG. 7.) 
Subsequently, all the flow diagrams representing the MG, PG or TV modes fa I to teach 
or suggest any option where an action may be bypassed. (See Young, FIGs. 8-13.) In 
contrast, the Applicant's invention teaches "the subscriber interface comprising the 
option for bypassing at least one menu of the series of menus, wherein bypassing 
comprises skipping a menu level of the tree sequence" 

The Examiner responds to the Applicants arguments asserting that a user may 
bypass the "program master" menu and the "prime" menu to directly access the "master 
guide". (See Final Office Action, p. 2, II. 20-21.) The Applicants respectfully disagree. 
Nothing is "bypassed" by accessing the "master guide" directly. Notably, when the MG 
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key is pressed to directly access the "master guide", this is the first option according to 
the flow diagram illustrated in FIG. 7. (See Young, FIG. 7.) 

As such, Applicant's independent claim 8 is patentable under 35 U.S.C, §1 03(a) 
over Banker in view of Gibson and Young. Claims 9-21 depend, directly or indirectly 
from independent claim 8 while adding additional elements. Therefore, claims 9-21 are 
also non-obvious and patentable over Banker in view of Gibson and Young mder §103. 
As such, Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner's rejection of clains 8-21 
under 35 U.S.C, §1 03(a) be withdrawn. 

Claims 1-7 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1-7 under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as behg 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent 5 r 41 0,326 to Goldstein (hereinafter "Goldstein") in view 
of Banker and Young. The rejection is traversed. 

Independent claim 1 recites features of Applicants invention that Appl cant 
considers to be inventive. In particular, independent claim 1 recites: 

1 . A television delivery system for generating an interactive electronic 
program guide for display on a television connected to a set top terminal, the 
system comprising: 
an operations center comprising: 

a means for packaging a plurality of television programs; and 

a means for generating program control information including 
data associated with the packaging of the television programs; 

a means fo r compressing the packaged television programs anC the 
program control information: 

a means for delivering the compressed packaged television programs and 
the compressed program control information from the operations center to a 
subscriber; 

a set top terminal, located at the subscriber's location, that receives the 
television programs from the operations center, the terminal comprising : 
a microprocessor for executing program instructions; 

a graphic memory; 

a graphic generator to generate graphics from the graphic memory; 

a first decomp ression hardware for decompressing a video signal of the 
compressed packaged television programs; 

a second decompressio n hardware for decompressing the compressed 
program control information: and 

a subscriber interface for choosing ah option from displayed 
graphics and for effecting the memory location from which graphical information 
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is generated by the graphics generator; 

wherein the terminal generates an electronic program guide havina a 
senes of menus comprising: M 
a home menu; 

a plurality of major menus displayed as menu options on the home menu- 

of major menus- and'^ ° f Sub " menus dis P |aved a * menu options on tie plurality 

a plurality of during programming menus enacted after selection of 
a program; wh er ei n the series of menus are linked in a tree seq i.gnr*. gn H th Q 
Sn^rSmenus 306 ftQnipri SeS t he 0ption for Dvpass| na at least on* rr~^777Th Q 

(LM. F l. ri!rauueQr SSlnq °° mPriSeS skipping a ™ n " ' * vel ° f to* *™ 

The Goldstein, Banker and Young references alone or in combination "ail to 
teach or suggest Applicants' invention as a whole . 

The Goldstein reference discloses a universal remote control device wiich is 
programmed to operate a variety of consumer products. The device is connected over a 
bidirectional link to either a cable converter or a telephone interface for receiv ng 
programming Information. A touch screen display is employed on the programmable 
remote control device for displaying icons of functions to be selected. By selecting a 
particular displayed icon, a command can be decoded and sent via an infrared link to 
one or more appliances. Infrared codes for operating a virtually unlimited number of 
devices can be supplied to the device over the bidirectional communications link. 
Further, a provision is provided to permit a telephone connection to be set up between 
the user's home and a facility advertising products or services over a cable television 
broadcast. The touch screen display will permit the actual display of these 
advertisements as messages received from the cable head end system. Orders may be 
placed from the universal remote control device based on these displayed 
advertisements. 

The Goldstein reference falls to teach or suggest at least the features o* "a 
means for compressing the packaged television programs and the program control 
information, a first decompression hardware for decompressing a video signal of the 
compressed packaged television programs and a second decompression hardware for 
decompressing the compressed program control information." In addition, Goldstein 
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fails to teach or to suggest the feature of "the subscriber interface comprising the option 
for bypassing at least one menu of the series of menus, wherein bypassing comprises 
skipping a menu level of the tree sequence," as recited in independent claim 1. The 
Examiner concedes this in the Office Action. (See Final Office Action, p. 17, II. 13-17.) 
However, the Examiner alleges that Banker and Young bridge the substantial gap left 
by Goldstein. 

As discussed above Banker also fails to teach or suggest at least the features of 
"a means for compressing the packaged television programs and the program control 
information, a first decompression hardware for decompressing a video signs l of the 
compressed packaged television programs and a second decompression hardware for 
decompressing the compressed program control information." In addition, Banker also 
fails to teach or to suggest the feature of "the subscriber interface comprising the option 
for bypassing at least one menu of the series of menus, wherein bypassing comprises 
skipping a menu level of the tree sequence." 

Young falls to bridge the substantial gap between Goldstein, Banker and 
Applicant's invention because Young also fails to teach or suggest "a means for 
compressing the packaged television programs and the program control information, a 
first decompression hardware for decompressing a video signal of the compressed 
packaged television programs and a second decompression hardware for 
decompressing the compressed program control information." Notably, Young teaches 
that the menu information is modulated and not compressed . (See Young, FIG. 1 and 
2.) Consequently, Young also fails to teach or suggest using any decompression 
hardware, let alone a first decompression hardware and a second decompression 
hardware for separately decompressing a video signal of the compressed packaged 
television programs and the compressed program control information. 

Furthermore, Young fails to teach or suggest the feature of "the subscrf :>er 
interface comprising the option for bypassing at least one menu of the series cf menus, 
wherein bypassing comprises skipping a menu level of the tree sequence". Young only 
teaches a TV schedule system and process. Young teaches providing one of -hree 
parallel options to a user, i.e. Master Guide (MG), Program Guide (PG), or conventional 
channel selection. (See Young, col. 9, II. 48-55; FIG. 7.) Notably, nowhere in Young, 
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does it teach or suggest "the subscriber interface comprising the option for bypassing at 
least one menu of the series of menus, wherein bypassing comprises skipping a menu 
level of the tree sequence ". 

The Examiner alleges the limitation of "the subscriber interface compr'sing the 
option for bypassing at least one menu of the series of menus, wherein bypassing 
comprises skipping a menu level of the tree sequence" is taught by Young, generally 
citing columns 20, line 13 - column 12, line 30. However, the portions of Young cited 
by the Examiner fail to support the Examiner's assertion. For example, with eference 
to PG mode, Young teaches that a P key must be pressed to enter PG mode. (See 
Young, col. 12, II. 10-11.) In PG mode, an additional 5 sub-modes will appear. (See Id. 
at II. 31-44.) However, Young does not teach or suggest an option for skipping the PG 
mode main screen and going directly to one of the 5 sub-modes. 

Moreover, in FIGs. 7-13 of Young, all the flow diagrams depict a series of actions 
branching from 3 parallel options, i.e. MG, PG or TV. (See Young, FIG. 7.) 
Subsequently, all the flow diagrams representing the MG, PG or TV modes feil to teach 
or suggest any option where an action may be bypassed. (See Young, FIGs. 8-13.) In 
contrast, the Applicant's invention teaches "the subscriber interface comprisirg the 
option for bypassing at least one menu of the series of menus, wherein bypassing 
comprises skipping a menu level of the tree sequence" 

The Examiner responds to the Applicants arguments asserting that a user may 
bypass the "program master" menu and the "prime" menu to directly access the "master 
guide"; (See Final Office Action, p. 2, II. 20-21 .) The Applicants respectfully disagree. 
Nothing is "bypassed" by accessing the "master guide" directly. Notably, when the MG 
key is pressed to directly access the "master guide", this is the first option according to 
the flow diagram illustrated in FIG. 7. (See Young, FIG. 7.) 

As such, Applicant submits that independent claim 1 is patentable under 35 
U.S.C. §1 03(a) over Goldstein in view of Banker and Young. Claims 2-7 depend, 
directly or indirectly from independent claim 1 while adding additional elements. 
Therefore, claims 2-7 are also non-obvious and patentable over Goldstein in view of 
Banker and Young under §1 03 for at least the same reasons that claim 1 is pa tentable 
over Goldstein In view of Banker and Young under §103. As such, Applicant 
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respectfully requests that the Examiner's rejection of claims 8-21 under 35 L'.S.C. 
§ 103(a) be withdrawn. 

CONCLUSION 

Thus, Applicant submits that none of the claims, presently in the application, are 
obvious under the respective provisions of 35 U.S.C. § 103. Accordingly, bo-h 
reconsideration of this application and its swift passage to issue are earnestly solicited. 

If, however, the Examiner believes that there are any unresolved issues requiring 
adverse final action in any of the claims now pending in the application, it is requested 
that the Examiner telephone Eamon J. Wall or Jimmy Kim at (732) 530-9404 so that 
appropriate arrangements can be made for resolving such issues as expeditiously as 
possible. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: 7/ b/O? 





Eamon J. wai 
Registration No. 39,414 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 



PATTERSON & SHERIDAN, LLP 
595 Shrewsbury Avenue, Suite 100 
Shrewsbury, New Jersey 07702 
Telephone: 732-530-9404 
Facsimile: 732-530-9808 
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